Rya_;[)ﬁ'c'frﬁrl ick

U téamable plantg..




INTRODUCTION

Low Maintenance Landscape Plants features
creative photographs of sustainable plants
and landscapes in Kansas. The challenging
climate of Kansas features a mix of everything
Mother Nature can dish out. Summers usually
bring desert-like heat and drought. Winters
usually deliver brutal cold, snow and wind.
Spring and autumn can bring erratic temp-
erature swings with too much or too little
rainfall.

Photos of the selected plants show that it is
possible to grow beautiful gardens and thriving
plants in a difficult climate. Plants featured
are mostly self-sustainable, and capable of
surviving with little maintenance, irrigation
and added resources. These plants have had
good "staying power" year after year in these
Kansas gardens.

Each section of the book is divided into groups
designating perennials, shrubs, small trees
and specialty plants. Specialty plants, unique
enough to be included in their own section,
include bamboos, ornamental grasses, hardy
tropicals, hardy cacti, yuccas and succulents.

Each plant pictured is identified with both
scientific and common names. These
pictures also show how to be creative with
plants, exploring different angles, vantage
points and lighting conditions.

Many plants selected have more than one
season of interest. This is a very valuable
trait for a plant, to look attractive even when
not blooming. All seasons are represented
in the photo book.

Winter is the most challenging season to
create bright colors in the garden, such as
bright green, red, orange or purple. Late
summer is also a challenge, because many
plants are tired from the typical heat and
drought. Some photographs show early
spring growth of plants with frost resistant
foliage and flowers, at a time before anything
else has started to grow. Some plant
photographs capture spectacular fall color,
persistent foliage and brightly colored
berries. These pictures taken during off-
peak seasons help illustrate how you can
plan a 4-season garden.
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Buttonbush, 27, 46

Cactus, 44
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Mahonia (Leatherleaf), 36
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Monarda, 09
Moneywort, 22
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Northern Sea Oats, 38
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Oregano, 10
Oriental Poppy, 23
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Paperbark Maple, 48
Paw Paw Tree, 48
Penstemon, 11
Peony (Fern-leaf), 10
Peony (Tree), 30
Petasites, 23
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Photenia (Fraser's), 31
Pineapple Lily, 07
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Plumbago, 06
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Primrose (Missouri), 10
Pulmonaria, 23
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Red Hot Poker Plant, 09
Redbud, 49

Robb's Spurge, 20
Rose, 32

Rosemary, 12
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Sand Love Grass, 38
Sedge, 19

Sedum (groundcover), 14
Sedum (shade), 24
Sedum (tall), 14
Serviceberry, 46
Seven Son Flower, 47
Silverberry, 27
Smoketree, 46
Solomon's Seal, 24
Speedwell, 17
Spiderwort, 16
Spirea, 33

St. John's Wort, 27
Stargazer Lily, 09
Strokes Aster, 16
Sumac (Gro-low), 36
Sumac (Tiger eye), 31
Sweet Flag, 19
Sweetspire (Virginia), 35
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Toad Lily, 25

Umbrella Plant, 25

Verbena, 17
Veronica, 17
Viagra lily, 19
Viburnum, 37
Vinca, 25

Vitex, 33

Voodoo Lily, 18, 25

Weigela, 33

Wild Four O' Clock, 09
Wild Petunia, 12
Winecups, 05
Winterberry, 29
Witchhazel, 49
Woodland Poppy, 25

Yarrow, 03
Yew, 37
Yucca, 45

Zebra Grass, 38
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